
Graduate Course Evaluation for Jun-Kun Wang
Data Science Program

DSC 211 - Introduction to Optimization
Section ID 319348

Section Number A00
Winter 2024

Number of Evaluations Submitted: 6
Number of Students Enrolled: 11

1. What is your reason for taking this class?

0 (0.0%): Core Course Requirement
0 (0.0%): Subject Area Requirement
3 (50.0%): Elective
3 (50.0%): Interest

2. The Instructor was clear about course expectations.

4 (66.7%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
0 (0.0%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

3. The Instructor was well-prepared for class.

4 (66.7%): Strongly Agree
1 (16.7%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree
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4. The Instructor organized class activities in a way that promoted learning.

3 (50.0%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

5. The Instructor promoted and encouraged questions and discussion.

3 (50.0%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

6. The Instructor provided feedback (written/oral) in a way that promoted learning.

3 (50.0%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

7. The Instructor was accessible to students outside of class (office hours, e-mail, etc.).

4 (66.7%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
0 (0.0%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

8. I would recommend this instructor overall.

3 (50.0%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree
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9. What is your overall rating of the Instructor?

3 (50.0%): Excellent
2 (33.3%): Above Average
1 (16.7%): Average
0 (0.0%): Below Average
0 (0.0%): Poor

10. General comments about the Instructor's performance
Please keep your comments constructive and professional, abiding by the Principles of
Community

• Caring and knowledgeable

• Personally I think the instructor's performance is getting better as the class progress, especially
during the last two weeks, which is expected from a new instructor. The class is better
organized, the instructor is more aware of the level of students instead of dumping the high-
level concepts directly, even though the instructor is constantly checking in with the students
since the beginning.

• Professor Wang is very conscientious in the performance of his duties. He always answers my
questions patiently. I have learned a lot as a beginner thanks to him, and I can feel his class
improving all the time. He is definitely a good teacher!

11. I would recommend this course overall.

3 (50.0%): Strongly Agree
2 (33.3%): Agree
1 (16.7%): Neither Agree Nor Disagree
0 (0.0%): Disagree
0 (0.0%): Strongly Disagree

12. What is your overall rating of this course?

3 (50.0%): Excellent
1 (16.7%): Above Average
1 (16.7%): Average
1 (16.7%): Below Average
0 (0.0%): Poor

13. What were the particular strengths of this course?

• A lot of interesting optimization topics but the contents are very coherent, clear and in-depth.
We learn a lot from it.

• It's a very fundamental skill for data science domain.

• This is the introduction to optimization, which is a basic course for those who want to study and
research deeply in almost every field related to machine learning.
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14. What suggestions do you have for making this course more effective?

• I would appreciate it if the instructor could dedicate more time on the basic concepts of
optimization, for example some more intuitive explanations. Also it would be great if we can
have a clearer class structure and also how the concepts are connected at the beginning of the
class, like what we had at the end of the last lecture. In general the higher level concepts are
very helpful for people who are interested in optimization, but overall this class is not very
beginner friendly.

• Keep doing that, it is good enough, it would be better if some simple examples related to those
hard definitions can be given.

• More hand-on programming assignments in homework. TA is a little bit harshing in grading of
homework, we lost a lot of points because of latex format. As graudate students, students do
not have too much time to focus on format.

• Since all homework are open notes and the exam is similar to the homework problem with solid
proof, it should also be taken-home or completely open note rather than just one sheet
cheatsheet. Sometimes even with the written theorem it is hard to finish the proof without the
lecture slides or others.

15. What one concept did you take from this class that will shape your future?

• Sometimes things look very complicated and hard to understand, but if you can believe in
yourself and try to overcome your fear, you will ultimately overcome it and learn a lot.

16. Do you have any other comments to add to your evaluation?
Please keep your comments constructive and professional, abiding by the Principles of
Community

• Professor Wang, you are definitely a good teacher and DSC211 is a good class!

The data and comments provided in this report are unfiltered and unedited, and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of instructors, the teaching department, Academic Affairs, or UC San Diego. Responses and comments
are made available without auditing or editing, and they may not be modified or deleted, to ensure that each
evaluator has an opportunity to express their opinion.

Confidential support for reading and interpreting student feedback is available through the Teaching and Learning
Commons. Click here to schedule a one-on-one consultation, or email engagedteaching@ucsd.edu.

As a reminder, you will have an opportunity to provide additional context and/or commentary for campus
reviewers as part of your teaching statement at the time of your academic review (subject to applicable academic
review procedures, policies, and labor agreements).

If you feel that comments constitute harassment or discrimination, then please file a report with the Office for the
Prevention of Harassment and Discrimination (OPHD). Because these comments are provided anonymously, it is
unlikely that any action can be taken. However, OPHD will record and review these reports in order to assess
whether SET comments are a cause for concern.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAyLejgjCUJgOwIn7uRNbV4wcoZZZG9i_U-s2dKVLYDHIN1g/viewform
mailto:engagedteaching@ucsd.edu

